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What I wasn't prepared for the first time I picked up this book was what an inspired writer Scott

Shipley is. Don't get me wrong -- this book is for folks who are captivated by slalom racing. I would

protect this book if I could - from all the demanding folks with five free minutes between TV watching

sessions and lack of comprehension enough to think that the title on the cover actually contains the

correct letters to spell "Into Thin Air." I think that this book has settled comfortably into obscurity

(with the possible exception of Scott's garage, where I'm sure many copies hold a prominent

position!) This book does not have a wide appeal - it is a book (half-techincal manual, really) written

by an engineer and man who lived with his head down for years, honed in on a desperate pursuit of

excellence.And so it is just so surprising how lyrical and inspired the writing is. The first third of the

book is a history of Shipley's career -- and what a history! It is more than just Rich Weiss's legacy

that "shines forth from the pages of this book." It is Shipley's. He has undertaken an incredible

journey -- one from which he has not really returned.
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